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Date of Entry: November 18, 1989

National Day: May 9

Type of Organization: Mixed Intergovernmental and supranational organization

Executive Branch: - European Commission

Legislative Branch: - European Council, European Parliament

Judicial Branch: - Court of Justice of the European Communities, Court of First Instance
Heads: 
President of the European Council: Charles Michel
President of the European Commission: Ursula von der Leyen

President of European Parliament: Roberta Metsola
High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy: Josep Borrell Fontelles
Director General for International Partnerships: Koen Doens
European External Action Service, Managing Director for the Americas: Brian Glynn 
Permanent Observer: Ambassador Jovita Neliupšienė
Member States: Austria, Belgium, Bulgaria, Croatia, Cyprus, Czech Republic, Denmark, Estonia, Finland, France, Germany, Greece, Hungary, Ireland, Italy, Latvia, Lithuania, Luxembourg, Malta, Netherlands, Poland, Portugal, Romania, Slovakia, Slovenia, Spain and Sweden. All member states of the EU also maintain Permanent Observation Missions at the OAS.
Background:

· The European Union began in 1952 with the creation of the European Coal and Steel Community (ECSC). The ECSC started with six founding countries – Belgium, Germany, France, Italy, Luxembourg and the Netherlands.  Subsequent treaties include the 1957 Treaty of Rome, which created the European Economic Community (EEC), and the 1991 Treaty of Maastricht, which created the European Union.

· The first enlargement of the EU took place in 1973 with the entrance of Denmark, Ireland and the United Kingdom, and in 1979 the first elections for the European Parliament were held. Greece joined the Community in 1981, followed by Portugal and Spain in 1986 and Austria, Finland, and Sweden in 1995.  Eight Eastern European countries – the Czech Republic, Estonia, Hungary, Latvia, Lithuania, Poland, Slovakia, and Slovenia – as well as Malta and Cyprus joined the Union in 2004, Romania and Bulgaria joined in 2007, and Croatia did as well in 2013.

· Since 1999 the European Union has the Euro as a common currency (with some countries excluded from the zone), and the European Central Bank is the agency responsible for currency management. 

The Treaty of Lisbon:

· Ratified by all Member States in 2009, the Treaty of Lisbon amends the EU’s two core treaties: the Treaty on the European Union and the Treaty Establishing the European Community.  

· The result is the merging of the European Union and the European Community into a single legal personality.  This enables the EU to conclude international agreements, join international organizations, and resulted in the designation of a new high-level official, the High Representative for Foreign Affairs and Security Policy, to strengthen the EU’s international presence and increase coherency in diplomacy, security, trade and humanitarian aid.  

· The Lisbon Treaty also establishes a clear division of labor between the EU and its Member States.  The EU has exclusive jurisdiction over areas such as antitrust rules, monetary policy of the Euro zone, and trade.  The Member States have primary responsibility in fields such as health care delivery, education, and industry.  The EU and the Member States share jurisdiction over the internal market, agriculture, transport, the environment, and energy.  

Political Bodies:

· The European Union has three different decision-making organs that work together:

· The main decision-making organ of the EU is the Council of the European Union (Council of Ministers), which is made up of the relevant ministers from each member state; that is, one meeting may call upon the ministers of finance, another the foreign ministers, and so on.  The presidency rotates among the member states every six months.  The Council shares legislative powers with the Parliament; it also has an executive function through the Ministers that make it up.

· The European Parliament has 785 seats, and its members are elected by popular vote every five years.  It shares legislative power with the Council of Ministers.

· The European Commission is the executive organ of the EU.  Its members, one from each member state, are appointed for five-year terms by the Member States to specific portfolios.

Bilateral Cooperation with the OAS:

· The OAS and the European External Action Service maintain an annual Policy Dialogue to advance cooperation, share priorities and develop concrete initiatives for joint EU-OAS cooperation in Latin America and the Caribbean (LAC). 
· On December 17, 2009, a Memorandum of Understanding between the European Union and the General Secretariat of the OAS was signed at OAS Headquarters.  This agreement provided a framework for increased dialogue and cooperation in areas of common interest within Latin America and the Caribbean, especially on the protection of human rights, the advancement of integral development, the strengthening of democracy and other issues of transnational relevance. The MoU institutionalized formal and regular bilateral consultative meetings on policy issues; engagement in ongoing consultations and reciprocal sharing of information regarding the EU-LAC Summits and the OAS General Assembly; and exchanges of experiences and best practices.  The agreement also provided an opening for potential contractual relations in the future, as well as for identifying specific opportunities for collaboration between the two sides.  

· On June 28, 2011, the European Union and the Organization of American States signed an agreement with the purpose for strengthening their “Support to OAS/CARICOM joint Electoral Observation Mission of the Second Round of Haiti Presidential and Parliamentary Elections of 20 March 2011”.
· In 2014, the OAS and European Union signed a Financing Agreement to Strengthen the Inter-American Human Rights System. This OAS-EU agreement aimed to respond to issues of great concern for the System, among which are impunity, inhumane treatment and conditions in prisons, and the security and protection of the rights of human rights defenders. 
· CASH CONTRIBUTIONS TO THE OAS 2005-2023:


	YEAR
	EUROPEAN UNION
	P.O. FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
	%

	2005
	$913,917.00
	$11,650,039.00
	7.84%

	2006
	$1,003,730.00
	$19,060,470.00
	5.27%

	2007
	$1,111,716.00
	$20,398,686.00
	5.45%

	2008
	$1,642,860.00
	$22,684,500.00
	7.24%

	2009
	$888,708.00
	$20,318,115.00
	4.37%

	2010
	$1,363,716.00
	$15,781,991.00
	8.64%

	2011
	$1,115,155.00
	$15,692,757.00
	7.11%

	2012
	$1,518,566.00
	$13,239,102.00
	11.47%

	2013
	$3,134,572.00
	$16,926,686.00
	18.52%

	2014
	$1,905,288.00
	$10,999,882.00
	17.32%

	2015
	$3,192,434.00
	$17,489,205.00
	18.25%

	2016
	$3,753,892.00
	$14,048,254.00
	26.72%

	2017
	$1,427,520.00
	$14,586,712.00
	9.79%

	2018
	$763,251.00
	$16,135,361.00
	4.73%

	2019
	$4,998,775.00
	$21,072,075.00
	23,72%

	2020
	$3,221,879.00
	$15,637,009.00
	20,60%

	2021
	$2,846,396.00
	$14,396,171.00
	19,77%

	2022
	$3,218,663.00
	$13,018.939.00
	24.72%

	2023
	$3,940,359.00
	$ 16,141,077.00
	24.41%

	Total US$
	$41,961,397.00
	309,277,031.00
	13.56%


EUROPEAN UNION CONTRIBUTIONS:
	YEAR
	PROJECTS
	FINANCIAL CONTRIBUTIONS
IN US$
	IN-KIND CONTRIBUTIONS
IN US$

	1999
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Inter-American Drug Abuse Control Commission (CICAD)
	$146,324.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development
	$54,292.00
	 

	 SUBTOTAL
	$200,616.00
	 

	2000
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD
	$67,193.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$67,193.00
	 

	2001
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Chemical Precursors – Control Systems in the Caribbean
	$73,000.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Inter-American Drug Information System (IADIS)
	$55,000.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$128,000.00
	 

	2002
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – IADIS, Online Management Project
	$58,444.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Drug Abuse Epidemiological and Surveillance System in the Caribbean
	$144,163.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$202,607.00
	 

	2003
	Unit for the Promotion of Democracy (UPD)
	$618,275.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – AICMA – Demining Project
	$1,128,600.00
	 

	
	Office of the ASG – Special Mission to Haiti
	$641,160.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security – CICAD
	$146,246.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$2,534,281.00
	 

	2004
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) – Strengthening Access to Justice in the Americas
	$433,346.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission (EOM) Dominican Republic/Conflict Resolution Project Bolivia
	$467,517.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$900,863.00
	 

	2005
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Strengthening Access to Justice in the Americas (Phase II)
	$512,414.00
	 

	
	Multidimensional Security (SMS) / AICMA/PADCA NI F04 & SP – EACO
	$293,232.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Integration of Sustainable Development to RTAs
	$108,271.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$913,917.00
	 

	2006
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – AICMA - Demining Programs
	$942,400.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – EOM Dominican Republic
	$61,330.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,003,730.00
	 

	2007
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Promotion of Racial and Ethnic Equality
	$364,256.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD
	$747,460.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,111,716.00
	 

	2008
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Improving Drug Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Harm Reduction: European, Latin American and Caribbean Cities in Partnership
	$492,809.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Ethnic, Racial Equality and Rights
	$408,848.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security – AICMA – Ecuador/Peru – Cordillera Condor
	$228,729.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Sustainable Energy Sector in the Caribbean
	$512,474.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,642,860.00
	 

	2009
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights / Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression
	$387,050.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD – Improving Drug Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Harm Reduction: European, Latin American, and Caribbean Cities in Partnership
	$501,658.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$888,708.00
	 

	2010
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Sustainable Energy Sector Caribbean
	$624,632.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights - Strengthening the Right to Freedom of Expression in the Americas
	$400,152.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights - Promoting Ethnic and Racial Equality and Protecting the Rights of Traditionally Excluded Groups in Latin America
	$338,932.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,363,716.00
	 

	2011
	Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development – Sustainable Energy Sector Caribbean
	$305,498.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission to Haiti
	$655,739.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / CICAD - Improving Drug Treatment, Rehabilitation, and Harm Reduction: European, Latin American, and Caribbean Cities in Partnership
	$153,918.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,115,155.00
	 

	2012
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Special Rapporteurship on Freedom of Expression
	$397,372.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Promotion of Ethnic and Racial Rights in Latin America
	$369,336.00
	 

	
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development - Sustainable Energy Sector Caribbean
	$98,615.00
	 

	
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development - Increasing Sustainability of the Energy Sector in the Caribbean
	$217,709.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department for Electoral Cooperation and Observation – Electoral Observation Mission to Haiti, Second Round
	$41,334.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Peace Fund - Implementation of Confidence-Building Measures in the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone
	$394,200.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,518,566.00
	 

	2013
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Peace Fund - Implementation of Confidence-Building Measures in the Belize-Guatemala Adjacency Zone
	$1,538,979.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Mission to Support the Peace Process in Colombia MAPP - Confidence Building and Risk Mitigation in the process of Land Restitution in Colombia
	$1,536,360.00
	 

	
	Inter-American Commission on Human Rights – Office of the Special Rapporteur for Freedom of Expression (Signed in 2009)
	$59,233.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Political Affairs / Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions – Americas Media Monitor
	 
	$130,000.00

	SUBTOTAL
	$3,134,572.00
	$130,000.00

	2014
	Inter-American Human Rights System - Supporting and Strengthening the Work of the Inter-American Human Rights System through the Promotion of the Rights of the Most Vulnerable and Excluded Groups and Communities in the Americas”
	$769,763.00 
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security - Program to Prevent Irregular Migration in Mesoamerica
	$1,044,802.00
	 

	
	Executive Secretariat for Integral Development / Department of Sustainable Development - Increasing the Sustainability of the Energy Sector in the Caribbean through Improved Governance and Management (Caribbean Sustainable Energy Program)
	$90,723.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,905,288.00
	 

	2015
	The Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (73D)
OAS Office Adjacency Belize and Guatemala 
	$892,718.00
	 

	
	The Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (73D) Support Peace Process Colombia
	$283,328.00
	

	
	The Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (73D) Support Peace Process Colombia
	$647,482.00
	 

	
	Secretariat for Multidimensional Security / Department of Public Security (63F) 
Program to Prevent Irregular Migration in Mesoamerica
	$1,312,238.00
	

	
	The Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (33B) 
Promot. Ethnic and Racial Equality Rights in LA
	$56,667.00
	 

	SUBTOTAL
	$3,192,434.00
	 

	2016
	The Executive Secretariat of the Inter-American Commission on Human Rights IACHR (34B)

Supplement & Strengthen the Work of IHRS
	$367,005.00
	

	
	The Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (64D)

OAS Office Adjacency Belize – Guatemala
	$491,909.00
	

	
	The Department of Effective Public Management (94B)

Prov. Nat ID Cards to Haitians
	$2,471,578.00
	

	
	The Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (64D)

MACCIH 1st Phase
	$423,400.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$3,753,892.00
	

	2017
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights 

(IACHR) (34B) 

Supplement & Strengthen the Work of IHRS
	$34,042.00
	

	
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (64C)
Support Peace Process Colombia
	$180,733.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B)
Program 2 ‐ Individual Petition Syst.
	$42,062.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A)
Implement. Confidence Building Belize‐Guatemala
	$1,170,520.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$1,427,520.00
	

	2018
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B)
Program 2 ‐ Individual Petition Syst.
	$10,651.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B)
Obj 6 ‐ Recommendations IACHR
	$496,716.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B)
Strategic Plan ‐ General Funds
	$255,884.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$763,251.00
	

	2019
	Department of Public Security (84E)

Irregular Migration Mesoamerica
	$141,365.00
	
	

	
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (64D)

MACCIH 1St PHASE
	$89,526.00
	
	

	
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (64D)

MACCIH 1St PHASE
	$1,844,953.00
	
	

	
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A)

Implement. Confidence Building Belize‐Guatemala
	$1,280,966.00
	
	

	
	Department of Public Security (84E)

SAWL EU Strategy
	$1,285,472.00
	
	

	
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B)

Obj 1. Promote justice
	$356,492.00
	
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$4,998,775.00
	

	2020
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A)

Implement. Confidence Building Belize‐Guatemala
	$153,323.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A)

Implement. Confidence Building Belize‐Guatemala
	$1,056,708.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (84E)

SAWL EU Strategy
	$774,409.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B)

Obj 1. Promote justice
	$355,925.00
	

	
	Secretariat of the Inter‐American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

Strengt Bio Safet & Sec in LA
	$881,514.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$3,221,879.00
	

	2021
	Department of Sustainable Democracy and Special Missions (64D)
MACCIH 1St PHASE
	$204,258.00
	

	
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A)

Implement. Confidence Building Belize‐Guatemala
	$538,550.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (84E) 

SAWL EU Strategy
	$964,816.00
	

	
	Executive Secretariat of the Inter‐American Commission on Human Rights (IACHR) (34B) 

Obj 1. Promote justice
	$309,183.00
	

	
	Secretariat of the Inter‐American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

Strengt Bio Safet & Sec in LA
	$829,588.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$2,846,396.00
	

	2022
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A) 

Implement. Confidence Building Belize‐Guatemala
	$616,290.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (84E) 

SAWL EU Strategy
	$360,278.00
	

	
	Secretariat of the Inter‐American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

Strengt Bio Safet & Sec in LA
	$614,738.00
	

	
	Department of Public Security (84E) 

PACAM EU ‐ Phase II
	$1,627,357.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$3,218,663.00
	

	2023
	Secretariat for Strengthening Democracy (64A)
Implement. Confidence Building Belize-Guatemala
	$1,417,530.00
	

	
	Secretariat of the Inter-American Committee against Terrorism (CICTE) 

Strengthening Biological Safety & Security in Latin America
	$331,553.00
	


$1,573,071

	.00
	


$618,205
	.00
	

	SUBTOTAL
	$3,940,359.00
	

	TOTAL
	$45,994,957.00
	$130,000.00


* This page was last updated in March 2024.
SOURCES:

	DEVELOPMENT COOPERATION - EUROPEAID

http://ec.europa.eu/europeaid/index_en.htm
EUROPEAN UNION

http://europa.eu/pol/cfsp/
	EUROPEAN UNION EXTERNAL ACTION SS

http://eeas.europa.eu/cfsp/
COUNCIL OF THE EUROPEAN UNION

http://www.consilium.europa.eu/policies/foreign-policy?lang=en
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